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ever seen and, for all we knew, he might have been a satyr
with the shanks of a goat. A grimy fair-haired boy accom-
panied the motor-boat on all her errands, leapt ashore with
the painter and made it fast, pushed her off with the boat
hook, grinned and refused to answer any questions. " ICann
ikke snakke Engelsk" he said. There was also a shaggy
mongrel dog at one time that ran ceaselessly from bow to
stern and back again up and down the deck yelping at the
top of his shrill voice. But at Christmas 1936 the dog had
been dead some years.
" That," we had often said enviously to one another, " is
just the kind of boat we ought to have, A good sea boat,
absolutely trustworthy/' We said it still more at this
Christmas-time for there lay ahead of us two months of
survey work around the uncharted coasts of the South
Shetlands. Around those ice-clad islands there stand an
uncountable multitude of needle-pointed rocks upon which
the sea boils in fury. At high tide many of these arc hidden
and betray their presence only by a turbulence of the sea
above them. They stick up like the spires of a submerged
city fringing every headland. There are channels where
no ship can go and few anchorages where a ship can lie in
safety without dragging her anchor in some sudden gale
sweeping down from the glaciers. Much of the coast can
only be approached with caution. All-obliterating fog will
descend at any moment and drifting icebergs haunt un-
certainly about the bays, pushed hither and thither by wind
and tide. Others, temporarily aground, pivot and swing
upon their bases, move out to sea with one tide and settle
down uneasily with the next. No two days are alike around
the South Shetlands whose shores are strewn with the drift-
wood of wrecks a hundred years old. Such a coast, we
thought, could only be surveyed with a safe reliable motor-
boat, capable of making long journeys with ease and speed,
journeys of a day or two at a time from a base camp on
land, taking all the necessary gear and supplies. We had